Changes in the characteristics of patients attending an out-of-hours emergency dental service in Edinburgh.
A daily out-of-hours emergency dental service was established in Edinburgh in 1977. An analysis of some recent annual surveys carried out by the service shows that there has been an increasing trend for the patients to have experienced their dental problem for more than three days, to have travelled more than 10 miles to attend the clinic and not to have attended the dentist for more than a year. This analysis also reveals an increasing trend for people who seek treatment at the emergency service to have received routine treatment rather than emergency treatment on their last dental visit. There is evidence that the Lothian emergency dental service is developing its own clientele.